
The School for Music Vocations

Our Primary Faculty

Vocal Jazz Camps
Summer vocal jazz camps are a great way for students and directors alike to learn more about singing jazz and to explore  
and learn about SWCC and the SMV program.

More information and camp registration: www.vocaljazzcamp.com

Southwestern Community College | 1501 W. Townline St. | Creston, IA 50801 | 641.782.7081

Scholarships and Financial Aid
Undergraduate students often ask about the availability of financial assistance. The SMV students are eligible 
for music and academic scholarships, work study, and need-based grants.  For eligibility, students should file 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.FAFSA.ed.gov.

Music scholarships, available only to full-time music majors, are talent- and need-based and are given for 
performance ability based on audition. Academic achievement is taken into consideration as well. 

Lucas Mattson
Vocal Jazz, Theory,  
Jazz Piano, Arranging, 
Solo Jazz Literature

Dr. Jeremy Fox
Vocal Jazz, Theory,  
Jazz Piano, Arranging, 
Concert Choir

Ryan Howe
Vocal Jazz, Jazz Voice, 
Recording Arts, Music 
Fundamentals, Concert Choir

Kathryn Fox
Strings, Classical Piano, 
Classical Voice, Ear Training, 
Music Fundamentals

Doug Greene
Music Appreciation, 
Classical Voice

Cindy Taylor
Classical Piano

Dr Lauren Brown
Classical Voice

Performances & Ensembles
The highest artistic standards are fundamental to performance success. Students are expected to demonstrate 
their commitment to these standards through individual and ensemble performances. The SMV’s goal is to 
enable each student to reach a high level of competence in professional performance situations:

 » Student Recitals - Bi-weekly evening recitals enable students to demonstrate their abilities and progress 
in their major applied medium and piano. Students perform in each area once per semester.

 » Final Projects - At the end of each semester, students prepare and perform their final projects. This is an 
opportunity for students to demonstrate the broad range of musical skills they are developing. 

 » Concert Tours - All major ensembles tour extensively each year.

 » Local and Regional Performances - All ensembles perform in local and regional concerts. One-day 
performance trips to area schools are scheduled throughout the school year. Students and ensembles gain 
valuable professional experience performing at area restaurants, as well as for community organizations 
and activities.

SMV Ensembles
 » First Take - A select six-member vocal jazz ensemble focusing primarily on harmonically complex vocal 

jazz literature.  First Take performs throughout the United States and Canada and has shared the stage with 
groups such as M-Pact, The Four Freshmen, and The Real Group.  First Take often serves on staff for The 
SMV’s vocal jazz workshops.

 » Chamber Choir - Studies and performs significant choral repertoire including larger works by major 
composers and contemporary compositions.  Open to all students by audition and tours annually. 

 » Audio Radiance - A six- to eight-member vocal ensemble focusing on R&B/Soul literature. Audio Radiance 
performs regional concerts, records, and tours each spring. Open to all students by audition.

 » Jazz Combos - An integral part of the instrumental jazz curriculum, combos provide opportunities for 
students to explore the established jazz repertoire, perform original works,  
and study the art of improvisation  
in its purest setting within a small  
group context.

 » Vocal Jazz Ensembles – Six- to nine- 
member ensembles selected  
by audition.  These ensembles  
perform departmental concerts  
and tour regionally.

www.swcciowa.edu

Dustin Baird
Guitar, Drum Set, Bass

SWCC is an Equal Opportunity Educational Institution and Employer. For information regarding the nondiscrimination policy at SWCC, please visit  
www.swcciowa.edu/nondiscrimination or contact the Equity/Title IX Coordinator. Phone: 641.782.1456 or 800.247.4023, ext. 456; Email: TitleIXCoordinator@swcciowa.edu.



Why The School for Music Vocations? Curriculum & DegreesA Commitment to Excellence
Southwestern Community College (SWCC) created 
the SMV to offer the serious music student the 
opportunity to explore music deeply, to discover 
by hard work his or her musical potential, and to 
consider seriously the relationship of music and 
the arts to the whole of life.

The college and faculty believe the quality, 
intensity, and professionalism of one’s 
musical education can make the difference 
between competence and mediocrity in the 
aspiring musician.  The student, in many 
ways, is literally a “product” of one’s education.  The SMV faculty also believe that thorough musical 
competence is the only reliable basis for a successful career in music education or performance.

It is the expectation that graduates will be equally at home in both classical and jazz/contemporary 
music, have a well-developed keyboard facility, and be able to perform artistically with an 
understanding of stylistic appropriateness.

The SMV’s curriculum and teaching methods are specifically designed to encourage creativity and 
leadership and develop competencies in a range of musical styles. Through personal interviews 
and testing, students are placed into the level of instruction and classes best suited to their career 
objectives and prior musical training.

The SMV’s student typically completes an undergraduate degree in music education or performance at  
a transferring institution. The SMV strongly encourages students to move this direction. Completion of 
the SMV program ensures the student will be competitive in any academic or professional setting and will 
have an ideal foundation for a successful music career.

Two-Year Course of Study 
for Associate of Applied Arts 
Degree in Professional Music

Courses Credits
Music Theory 12
Jazz Piano 8
Vocal Arranging/Composition 4
Instrumental Arranging/Composition 4
Eartraining & Sightsinging 4
Recording Studio Performance 2
Studio Engineering/Producing 2
Psychology of Success 1
Conducting 2
Applied Piano 4
Applied Instrument/Voice 4
Recitals and Final Projects 4
General Education Requirements 15
College Experience 1
Music Electives* 2
Total Credits 69

“ ”“ ”
I love the diversity of music classes that the SMV offers.  
I’ve had the opportunity to explore different instruments, 
venture into various fields of music, and perform across the 
country.  Choosing the SMV has been life changing for me!

Alexis
Champlin, MN

Attending SWCC has opened countless doors for me in the music 
world.  Being able to perform, arrange, write, and record has increased 

my appreciation and knowledge of music immensely.  The one-on-
one attention I get from the devoted faculty is amazing.

Dan
Winnipeg, MB, Canada

Tradition. Innovation. Variety. Immersion. 
These concepts drive the curriculum and are designed to provide a potent yet spiritually-enriching 
education. Our diverse curriculum has been helping aspiring musicians from across the U.S. and Canada 
attain their musical goals for more than a quarter of a century.

A Personal Approach
A student-to-faculty ratio of three-to-one allows for personal mentoring and an apprentice-based 
approach to music study.  Students who choose the School for Music Vocations (SMV) are focused  
and serious in their approach to music.  Faculty and students form a community characterized  
by respect, affection, and a commitment to quality in all aspects of learning and performance.

A Faculty of Artists
The SMV faculty are among the most successful in their musical fields.  Active as performers, composers, 
and conductors, they bring real-world skills and attitudes to the classroom.

Recording Studio
Recording has become an essential part of almost every professional musician’s skill set.  At the SMV,  
our students get outstanding training and opportunities in our state-of-the-art professional studio.

An Affordable Education
Community colleges offer the best value in higher education today. Tuition for one full-time semester  
at SWCC is approximately $3,400.*  At the SMV, students can study music exclusively for two or three years,  
at which point they can transition into the music industry or transfer to a four-year school with twice the  
musicianship and half the debt.

Guest Artists
Each year, guest artists facilitate clinics, workshops, and master 
classes.  Artists have included Richie Cole, Cedric Dent of Take 6, 
Groove for Thought, Nancy King, M-Pact, Darmon Meader, The Four 
Freshmen, The New York Voices, and The Real Group.

The Integration of Music and Life
The SMV believes in addressing the issue of integrating music 
within the fabric of human life. Questions concerning the role  
of music in human culture and spiritual possibilities are 
seriously explored. 

Associate of Arts Degree Option
Students may include up to 16 credits of coursework from the professional music 
program to complete an Associate of Arts degree.  This degree will transfer to 
most four-year colleges/universities in the United States and internationally.  

*Cost based on 2018-19 in-state tuition rate.


